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Introduction 

In May 2020 the Buchan Battalion turns 50 years old. Although it is a 

relatively young battalion by most standards, it has made a massive 

contribution to the continued strength of the BB movement in the area.  

It is hoped this small booklet will help commemorate the first 50 years of the 

Buchan Battalion while also highlighting the multitude of work the Battalion 

has carried out over the last 50 years – all for the benefit of the Boys in 

Buchan. Training, Queen’s Badges, competitions and more. The scale of the 

work by officers has been so great the author feels compelled to express 

regret that this small booklet does not have the capacity to give credit to 

every individual to whom it is due. There are glaring omissions! 

Part of the reason for writing this history now comes from the fact that the 

Buchan Battalion has always been a forward-looking Battalion – so much so 

that it has failed to look back and record past events. When I was 

unexpectedly appointed Battalion President in 2013 (having only served as a 

Minute Secretary for a year) I was conscious that beyond the faces in the 

room, not much was known to me of what had come before. Most of the 

active officer could not remember when exactly the Battalion was founded, 

or knew much about our first President. Achieving our first 50 years seems 

like a timely moment to celebrate our past.  

Today the Buchan Battalion has been described as one of Scotland’s most 

successful battalions in terms of growth and sustainability. This is only 

achieved thanks to the dedicated volunteers who give their time for the 

betterment of the Battalion and of the Boys. Credit belongs to them but as 

we celebrate this significant anniversary let us not forget that we stand on 

the shoulders of giants: the officers of today are the boys of yesterday. It is 

hoped this booklet may inspire the boys of today to further our battalion as 

the officers of future! 

 

Capt. Michael A. W. Strachan, 1st Rosehearty Coy. 

Author & Former President of Buchan Battalion (2013-17) 

 

 



Before Buchan 

The area which we now call the Buchan Battalion had come under the 

jurisdiction of the larger Aberdeen Battalion from the time Buchan 

companies were formed. The BB arrived in Aberdeen in 1885, just two years 

after the organisation was founded by William Alexander Smith in Glasgow. 

Growth in Aberdeen was initially slow and the Battalion was not constituted 

until 1890 with the formation of the required six companies.  

Meanwhile, in 1889, the 1st Peterhead Company was established 

independently of Aberdeen. Like many companies in what we call Buchan, 

the early companies were set up by the Volunteer Brigades which ran 

contrary to the founding aims of Aberdeen Battalion. The Volunteer run 

companies were overly militaristic focussed purely on military exercises and 

rifles. The 2nd Peterhead formed in 1890 followed suit, as did the short-lived 

1st Fraserburgh Companies formed in 1902 and 1906. All the Fraserburgh and 

Peterhead companies fell into abeyance during WW1 and did not 

immediately recover.  

In 1920 James Wilson, formerly Captain of the 13th Aberdeen BB and Adjutant 

of Aberdeen Battalion, retired to Fraserburgh where he set about 

establishing new companies. By 1925 he had established the 1st, 2nd 3rd 

Fraserburgh and the 1st Rosehearty. The 1st Sandhaven had also by then been 

formed by Rev George Martin. These new companies were set up along the 

lines of Aberdeen Battalion: the focus was on physical fitness rather than 

militarism.  

                                                     

Left: Hon. Capt. James Wilson 

(1861-1935), Founder of the 

Boys’ Brigade in Fraserburgh. 

 

 

Right: Rev George Martin, 

Captain of 1st Sandhaven 

1923-27. He was first 

President of the Fraserburgh 

District/ Buchan Council. 



Following success in the Fraserburgh Area interest was noted in establishing 

a company in Peterhead in 1924. This was enthusiastically supported by 

George Bennett Mitchell, President of Aberdeen Battalion, who noted “their 

aim now was not to secure only one company at Peterhead…there was no 

reason why they should not have a fine Battalion of Boys’ Brigade in Buchan”. 

The 1st Peterhead was successfully established in 1924 followed by a 2nd 

Peterhead by 1927. 

Later in February 1925 Harold J. Milne, Captain of 1st Fraserburgh, led 

discussion of forming a Buchan Battalion with the five companies formed and 

the ‘probability of getting three more in the area’. Bennett Mitchell saw little 

stopping the officers if they wanted to break away however Captain Edgar of 

the 1st Rosehearty ‘said he was inclined to hold on a little before thinking of 

withdrawing from the Aberdeen organisation’.  

By this time the companies had already organised themselves into a loose 

group sometimes called the Buchan Council but which was mainly called the 

Fraserburgh District. The Buchan Council was founded in November 1926 by 

Captain James Wilson who served as Honorary President and Rev George 

Martin, Captain of 1st Sandhaven, who was the first serving President. 

 
1934: Joint camp at Haddo House with the 1st Fraserburgh and 2nd Peterhead. 

Capt Harold J. Milne in the white trousers. 



Under the auspices of the District, the Fraserburgh and Area companies were 

able to hold their own local competitions, organised joint parades and church 

services and also had their own office-bearers – at least a President and a 

Secretary. It was essentially a mini-battalion but remained under the 

umbrella of Aberdeen Battalion and President Bennett Mitchell. The 

Peterhead companies seem to have formed less of a local organisation until 

quite late on. 

 

 

 

The shield competitions were the main event of the year for the Fraserburgh 

District well into the 1960s. The company which won the above District 

shields would normally qualify for the Aberdeen Battalion equivalents which 

were brought back to Fraserburgh more and more frequently from the late 

1940s. The formation of the 4th Fraserburgh in 1952 saw increased 

competition for the shields.  

One of the key figures in the District was John B. Macdonald of the 3rd 

Fraserburgh who served as Secretary 20+ years, overseeing the organisation 

of competitions, training and providing entertainment  – particularly his 

The above shields were acquired by the Fraserburgh District for physical exercise 

competitions and were competed for annually from 1927 until the 1960s. (l-r) Town Council 

Shield for Senior PT, James Wilson Memorial Shield for Junior PT (renamed so in 1935). 



collection of film shows for the boys. Other notable leaders in the District 

from the 1950s were Harold J. Milne, Jimmy Sinclair, Henry Duthie, Alex 

Beattie and Capt McRae. 

Through their leadership the District was fully functioning and a Battalion in 

all but name.  

 

 

The 4th Fraserburgh Company won the Wilson Memorial Shield and Aberdeen Battalion’s 

Glentanar Shield in 1958 under Lt Alex Beattie. Below: District parade, 1960s. 

The Fraserburgh District BB Pipe Band, c.1965. Note the District Colours behind the band. 



A New Buchan Battalion 

Although the re-introduction of the Boys’ Brigade in the north east was an 

undoubted success, it is clear that the promoters did not live long enough to 

see their plans come to a fruition. Their aim was not to expand the Aberdeen 

Battalion but to create a Buchan Battalion! For reasons unknown the 

Fraserburgh and Peterhead Districts – which were highly organised and 

functioning – had no inclinations of forming a new Battalion until 1970. 

There companies were officially designated as being affiliated members of 

Aberdeen Battalion in an outlying area. The minute books of Aberdeen 

Battalion from 1950-70 show that the north east officers never attended 

Battalion meetings (because they were not invited) and that the Aberdeen 

officers never spoke of their affairs.  

The Buchan Battalion was finally formed by combining the Fraserburgh and 

Peterhead Districts in May 1970 – nearly 50 years after their establishment. 

The whole affair was entirely devoid of excitement and was so significant that 

it did not feature in the Aberdeen Battalion minute books. It seems that the 

Battalion was formed by Brigade reorganisation – a drive to ensure all 

companies were fully fledged members of Battalions and not ‘affiliated’. In 

1969 Aberdeen Battalion voted to change their name to Aberdeen and 

District Battalion, meaning that companies in outlying areas could apply for 

full membership. It was at this juncture that the north east made their break. 

The 1st Peterhead, 4th Peterhead, 1st Cruden, 3rd Fraserburgh, 4th Fraserburgh, 

5th Fraserburgh, 1st St. Combs and 1st Rosehearty were signatories and 

forming members of this new Buchan Battalion. Appointing the top office-

bearers would be a compromise: the leading figures of both the North and 

South areas becoming President and Vice President. The top job went south 

to Capt. David G. Porter (1st Cruden) as President, while Capt. Henry Duthie 

(4th Fraserburgh) was appointed Vice-President. The Secretary of the former 

Fraserburgh District, Charles M. Watt (then 3rd Fraserburgh) was appointed 

first Secretary to the new Battalion.  

The formation of the Battalion gave the area greater powers to administer 

their own affairs. They continued to organise parades and competitions as 

before but now they had the power to approve new officers, oversee the 

formation of new companies and sections and run their own training courses. 



These new powers were embraced quickly by the Buchan Battalion with Mr 

Porter and Charles Kelman (1st St.Combs) running officer training courses and 

leadership courses for the Queen’s Badge within the first month of the 

Battalion’s formation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Left: This small article was the most public notice of the 

formation of the Battalion being printed in the Press & 

Journal on 28th May 1970. The same article was reproduced 

in the Fraserburgh Herald. 



The First President 

The new Battalion was formed under the leadership of Captain David G. 

Porter (1907-81). Employed as an accountant and bank manager he was 

engaged in BB activity from about 1933 when he was transferred to the Ellon 

branch of the Union Bank. He was an active lieutenant with the 1st Ellon 

Company until the Second World War intervened at which point he served 

the RAF for 5 years. Following the war he returned to the 1st Ellon until 1950 

when he was promoted to take charge of the Hatton branch of the Bank. 

Porter then became involved with the 1st Cruden Bay  Boys’ Brigade, 

becoming captain by 1961. He was a leading figure in the Peterhead District 

and, being senior to the Fraserburgh Area President, became the first 

President of the Buchan Battalion in 1970. He served in this capacity for 4 

years until ill health forced him to resign his position as President. As a sign of 

the high regard he was held Porter also became the first Honorary President 

of the Buchan Battalion in 1975, holding this post until his death in 1981.  

Battalion President D. G. Porter on parade in Rosehearty, 1972. Following colour party holding 

swagger stick and bible. 



Battalion Colours 

 

The Buchan Battalion has never had its own named colour. For the first fifty 

years the Battalion has used the colours of the 2nd Fraserburgh Company, 

something which has perplexed many who see that company named on the 

flags. The 2nd Fraserburgh were founded in 1924 in connection with St. 

Andrew’s UF Church and the strong company was forced to close in 1961 

when the church closed its doors. When the company colours were retied in 

that year they were given to the Fraserburgh District to use as their colours in 

parades, as seen in an earlier image. When the Buchan Battalion was formed 

in 1970, the 2nd Fraserburgh colours were retained as the colour of the new 

Battalion. Flags were costly and it never seems to have been the right time to 

purchase new ones.  

It was proposed that new colours be purchased in 1995 to mark the 

Battalion’s 25th anniversary but again this was rejected as the Battalion was 

under threat of boundary changes which may well have changed the name of 

the battalion to the Banff and Buchan Battalion. Thankfully we survived.  

With the approach of the 50th anniversary 

the Parade Commander Steve Wilson (1st 

Strichen) noted the flags were tired due 

to age and it was again suggested that 

new colours should be purchased. There 

was no appetite for this as the costs could 

not be justified. On the suggestion of the 

author it was proposed that new colours 

be presented to the Battalion on the 50th 

anniversary by adopting the colours of 

the former 3rd Fraserburgh Company 

which went into abeyance in c.2007. 

Through this agreement the Battalion 

Colours will change over at the annual 

Battalion Parade in 2020 when the 

colours of the 2nd Fraserburgh will finally 

be retired and the colours of the great 3rd 

Fraserburgh will rise again! 



Competitions 

One of the benefits of a Buchan Battalion was that companies would no 

longer be required to travel up to 40 miles to participate in events. A smaller 

area meant more Battalion level competitions could be organised for all 

sections. There was a revival with the old district shields in the 1970s with the 

Town Council shield becoming a Battalion Physical Training award. Drill 

competitions were introduced at a local level, vaulting competitions, top 

team, quizzes, football, cross-country, chess and much more.  

Similarly at Junior Section level competitions are run, hosted by each 

company. Since 1985 all Junior Sections have competed for a championship 

trophy, awarded to the section which accumulates the most points over the 

years. In 1985 the Newlands family donated the Syd Newlands memorial 

trophy which is still competed for today. Mr Newlands was a long-standing 

OIC of the 1st Fraserburgh Junior Section from 1972 until his sudden death in 

1985. He was also a great force in the Battalion Junior Section committee, 

acting as chair or secretary for many years.  

In 2016 the Company/Senior 

Section formed their own 

Championship using the same 

principles as the Junior Section. The 

trophy was donated by the family 

of the late Andrew Buchan of the 

1st St Combs. Mr Buchan was a 

former Secretary to the Battalion 

who also served on the Company 

Section committee and latterly as 

an Honorary Vice President.  

These competitions mean we have 

an extremely active battalion which 

allows officers and boys to mix on a 

regular basis.  

 

 Syd Newlands Trophy 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Teams gather to compete for a Battalion 

competition c.1982. Derek Clark, a Battalion 

President, stands first in line. 

Left: The Andra Buchan Memorial Shield.  



On 2nd May 1970 the Battalion registered its first three Queen’s Badges 

through the 1st Sandhaven Company. Although they were registered with the 

Battalion in those days it was largely left to Company Captains to get their 

boys through the badge. 

This changed in the 1980s when Buchan appointed a dedicated Queen’s 

Badge Advisor, mainly because some boys were being refused their badges 

because of the bad advice from officers! In 1997 Andrew West (1st 

Fraserburgh) succeeded William Dunbar (4th Fraserburgh) as QB Advisor. This 

means Mr West (pictured) has held the role for nearly half of our battalion’s 

history helping hundreds of boys achieve their Queen’s Bade over that 

period.  

Due to the high-esteem in which Mr West is held the post of QB Advisor was 

formally recognised in the battalion constitution in 2014 rather than being 

only a co-opted member of the Executive. At the time of writing Mr West is 

training the author for the post of QB Advisor.  



Parades! A few Buchan parades through the years. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fraserburgh, 1978.  

Peterhead, 2012 

Strichen , 2016. 



Companies of the Buchan Battalion 

 

In 1970 the Battalion was formed by 9 founding members. Over the past 50 

years the Battalion has supported the formation of more companies which 

have risen but also, in many cases, sadly fallen. In 1989 the Battalion was 

composed of 18 different companies, with 20 companies having existed 

within the Battalion’s jurisdiction. Today there are 10 functioning companies 

in the Buchan Battalion! 

1st Boddam  1970-73, 1975-c.2000 

1st Cruden  1970-81 

1st Fraserburgh  1970-present* 

3rd Fraserburgh  1970-2007 

4th Fraserburgh  1970-present* 

5th Fraserburgh  1970-present* 

1st Peterhead  1970-c.2005 

4th Peterhead  1970-present* 

1st Rosehearty  1970-present* 

1st St Combs  1970-present* 

1st Sandhaven  1970-present* 

1st New Pitsligo  1971-present* 

1st Crimond  Est. 1973 – defunct. 

1st Mintlaw  1975-2017 

1st N Aberdour & Tyrie 1976 – defunct. 

1st Strichen  1976-present* 

2nd Cruden  1978-2011 

1st Hatton  1979-defunct. 

1st New Deer  1988-present* 

1st Arnage  1992-95 

 

 

 

*Companies of the Buchan Battalion 2020 



Company: 1st Fraserburgh (Est. 1921) 

Captain: Duncan Leel Snr, Battalion President. 

Church: Old Parish Church, Fraserburgh 

 

The 1st Fraserburgh was established in 1921 making it the oldest functioning 

Company in the Battalion. Although the company turns 100 in 2021 it was 

not a founding member as back in 1970 it was coming out of temporary 

abeyance. The company has produced 3 Battalion Presidents under 4 

presidencies as well as 5 Battalion Secretaries making it a leading company in 

the Battalion. The current Secretary, Lt Yvonne Duthie, is OIC of the 1st 

Company Section.  

 

 

 

 

 

Company: 4th Fraserburgh (Est. 1952) 

Captain: Martin J. Dunbar, Battalion President 2003-08. 

Church: West Parish Church, Fraserburgh.  

Established in 1952 the company was Captained by Henry Duthie between 

1955-85 who was instrumental in the forming of the Battalion. The Captains 

of the 4th Fraserburgh have led the Battalion as Presidents for 20 years, more 

than any other Company. Serving two full terms, John Crawford’s 

accumulated 10 years makes him our longest serving President.  

Since the early 

1980s the 1st 

Fraserburgh 

Band has 

acted as the 

Battalion Band 

at parades. 



Company: 5th Fraserburgh (Est. 1953) 

Captain: Martin J. Dunbar, 4th/5th Fraserburgh 

Church: United Reformed Church, Fraserburgh 

Formed in 1953 as a Life Boys section it grew into a full company in 1980 with 

help from the Buchan Battalion. The 5th have been amalgamated with the 4th 

Fraserburgh for a number of years – particularly the Company Section as 

while the section had willing boys, there were no officer. This has led Captain 

Dunbar to have the unusual role of leading two separate companies.  

 

 

Company: 4th Peterhead 

Captain: Alan Macdonald 

Church: Peterhead Methodist Church 

The 4th Peterhead is the Battalion’s most southern member and is now the 

sole survivor of the Peterhead District. Alan Macdonald is the Battalion’s 

longest serving Captain having held that role for over 30 years. The Company 

will host the 50th anniversary parade in April 2020 to recognise the fact the 

newly formed Battalion’s first parade was held in their town in 1971. 

The 5th Fraserburgh formed their first Company Section in 1980 after nearly 30 years as a 

Life Boy/Junior Section. 



Company: 1st Rosehearty (Est. 1923) 

Captain: Michael A. W. Strachan, Battalion President 2013-17 

Church: Pitsligo Parish Church, Rosehearty 

Originally founded in 1923 the 1st Rosehearty has had a bumpy history. 

Although a founding member of the Battalion in 1970, it struggled through 

the 1980s. Thankfully the Battalion stepped in when Henry Duthie and James 

Muirhead helped to resurrect the Company in 1982. This was somewhat 

repeated in 2018 when Vice-President Marc Thomson and former President 

Mr Strachan resurrected the Junior Section and Company Section. The 

Company has certainly benefitted from our Battalion! 

 

Company: 1st St. Combs (Est. 1932) 

Captain: Sandy Gavryluk 

Church: Lonmay and Rathen East 

Formed in the BB Jubilee year of 1932-33 the 1st St. Combs boasts the longest 

continually operating Company Section in our Battalion, led by the youngest 

Company Captain in the Battalion. The Company was home to the late 

Andrew Buchan who served as Secretary to the Battalion 1984-88 and to 

whom the Company Section Championship trophy is named.  

The 1st St. Combs are the only Company in the Battalion to have had a horse mounted colour 

party! c.1990 



Company: 1st Sandhaven (Est.1937) 

Captain: Andrew McLeman 

Church: Sandhaven Parish 

Sandhaven’s first BB company was established in 1924 but reformed in 1937 

and has existed since. The Brigade has always been strong in the village with 

the name Derek Clark still meaning something to men of a certain age all 

these years after his death. The current Company Captain Andrew McLeman 

does sterling work running all three sections of the company. 

 

 

Company: 1st New Pitsligo (Est. 1971) 

Captain: Stuart Pratt 

Church:  

There had been a company established in the village in 1948 of which Syd 

Newlands was a founding member. The current New Pitsligo company was 

re-established in the village in 1976 thanks to assistance from the Buchan 

Battalion. Our current Battalion President, Duncan Leel, was a boy in this 

company before his transfer to Fraserburgh. New Pitsligo is one of the 

Battalion’s growing companies and has recently re-established their 

Company Section! 

1st Sandhaven in 1938. The company has always been an important one 

in the the Fraserburgh District and Buchan Battalion. 



Company: 1st Strichen 

Captain: Steven Wilson, Battalion Duke of Edinburgh Advisor 

Church: Strichen Parish Church 

Formed in 1976 it is arguably the strongest of the companies established 

under the Buchan Battalion. Under current Captain Mr Wilson the company 

has taken a keen interest in outdoor events including hikes which has on 

occasion led to bumping into Royalty. Captain Wilson holds one of the newer 

posts of the Buchan Battalion, being our Duke of Edinburgh Advisor which 

has increased the Battalion’s offer to the Boys.  

 

 

 

Company: 1st New Deer (Est. 1988) 

Captain: Robbie Anderson 

Church: St. Kane’s Parish Church 

Being formed in 1988 the 1st New Deer is the youngest company in the 

Buchan Battalion. For over 20 years it was Captained by Alasdair Brodie who 

also served as President of the Buchan Battalion 2008-13. In the last three 

years the company has gone through a number of personnel changes which, 

with the assistance of the Battalion, has steadied the company! 

In 1983 the 1st Strichen were presented with their new colours while Sir Alex Ferguson was in 

attendance. 



The President 

 

The President of the Buchan Battalion is essentially the chairman of the 

Buchan Battalion Executive and Council – the decision-making bodies of the 

Battalion. He or she may serve a term of no longer than 5 consecutive years 

but may serve as many terms as pleases the Executive and Council. The 

President is elected and appointed by the Council of the Buchan Battalion 

which also appoints all other office-bearers in the Executive.  

In our 50-year history the Battalion has been served by 10 Presidents under 

12 Presidencies, with Alastair Sinclair and John Crawford serving non-

consecutive terms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

David G. Porter  1970-74 Alastair Sinclair  1993-98 

Henry Duthie MBE 1974-79 John Crawford  1998-2003 

Alastair Sinclair  1979-81 Martin J. Dunbar 2003-08 

Derek Clark  1981-85 Alasdair Brodie  2008-13 

Rev Roger Neilson 1985-88 Michael A. W. Strachan 2013-17 

John Crawford  1988-93 Duncan Leel Snr  2017- 



Tommy Whyte 

Right: Marc Thomson, 

Battalion Vice-

President. 

Bill Simpson 

Vice-Presidents 

Henry Duthie  1970-74   

Charles Kelman  1974-78   

Derek Clark  1976-81   

Alastair Sinclair  1977-79  

F. Duthie  1977-78 

Henry Duthie  1979-84   

Bill Simpson  1980-84   

F. Duthie  1980-83 

R. McK Smith  1982-84 

John Crawford  1982-88 

Jack Taylor  1983-85 

A. Godfrey  1984-86 

Pam Whalley  1986-87 

Peter Whalley  1987- 

Tommy Whyte  1988-93 

Kathleen Craig  1991-96 

Bill Read  1996-2001 

? 

Martin Dunbar  1998-03 

Alasdair Brodie  2003-08 

Yvonne Duthie  2008-13   

J. C. B. Muirhead 2013-15   

Duncan Leel Snr  2015-17   

Marc Thomson  2017-    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vice-Presidents are there to assist and stand-in for the Battalion President. 

Seven Battalion Presidents served as Vice-President immediately before 

being elevated to the Presidency. 



Secretary 

Charles M. Watt 1970-72   

J. Kindness  1972-74 

Ian Mckay  1974-75   

William B. Reid  1976-79   

Bob Sim  1979-84   

Andrew Buchan  1984-88   

Alan Morrice  1988-90 

Stephen Sim  1990-2000 

Thea Russell  2001-03 

Stephen Sim (Acting) 2003-04 

Rev Stephen Emery 2004-05 

Martin Dunbar  2005-06 

Duncan Leel Snr  2006-08 

Iain Brownlee  2008-13 

Yvonne Duthie  2013-    

Treasurer 

Alister Crighton  2001-02 

Iain Newlands  2002-13 

Maria MacLennan 2013-16 

 

 

The Secretary is the main contact for the  

Battalion with varied duties. At a basic level 

 the postholder is responsible for all  

correspondence regarding the battalion  

and communicating that to members. Most secretaries have also acted as a 

Minute Secretary taking accurate notes of the meetings. Notable minute 

secretaries who were not Battalion Secretaries include Bill Simpson of the 1st 

Peterhead who served the Battalion for a number of years and Linda Watt of 

the 1st Rosehearty. When no Treasurer is appointed, it has been because that 

role is part of the secretary’s duties. It is clear, therefore, that a smooth-

running Battalion is dependent on a good Secretary! 

Yvonne Duthie, Battalion 

Secretary. 

Charlie Watt 

Andrew Buchan 

Bob Sim 

Stephen Sim 



David G. Porter 

1975-1981 

Ian McKay 

1992-2007 
James C. B. Muirhead MBE 

2015- 

Henry Duthie MBE on 

the left, Jimmy 

Muirhead MBE on the 

right. 

Honorary Presidents 

 

The rank of Honorary President is reserved for those who have made a 

significant contribution to the Battalion. Due to this stipulation the post is not 

always filled. If the holder dies in office, it has been customary to wait at least 

two years before considering to appoint a new incumbent. All honorary 

office-bearers are nominated by the Executive.  

 

                    

 

Honorary Life Members 

An Honorary Life Member is the highest honour the Battalion can bestow. 

The post was specially created in 1995 for Henry Duthie MBE for his 

immeasurable contribution to the Boys’ Brigade in Buchan. In 2017 Jimmy 

Muirhead was appointed as an Honorary Life Member for his life-long service 

to the BB. It may be noted that both men were awarded MBEs immediately 

previous to their appointment. Unlike other Honorary posts, Life Members 

have voting rights at Battalion meetings.                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 



Buchan Executive 2019/20 

President:  Duncan Leel Snr  1st Fraserburgh 

Vice President:  Marc Thomson  1st Fraserburgh 

Secretary/Tres:  Yvonne Duthie  1st Fraserburgh 

Training Con:  Martin Dunbar  4th/5th Fraserburgh 

Queen’s Badge:  Andrew West  1st Fraserburgh 

Queen’s Badge:  Michael A. W. Strachan 1st Rosehearty 

Duke of Edinburgh: Steve Wilson  1st Strichen 

Chaplain:  Rev Colin Plenderleith 4th Peterhead 

 

Company Sec Rep: David Smith  4th Fraserburgh 

Company Sec Rep: Derek Richardson 1st Strichen 

Junior Section Rep: Stuart Pratt  1st New Pitsligo 

Junior Section Rep: Bill Stott  1st Strichen 

Anchor Boys Rep Susan Beagrie  4th Fraserburgh 

Anchor Boys Rep Elaine Mowat  1st New Pitsligo 

 

Hon. Life Members: Henry Duthie MBE 4th Fraserburgh 

   J. C. B. Muirhead MBE 1st Fraserburgh 

Hon. President  J. C. B. Muirhead MBE 1st Fraserburgh 

Hon. Vice Presidents: Alasdair Brodie  1st New Deer 

   John Crawford  4th Fraserburgh 

   Iain Newlands  1st Fraserburgh 

   Bob Sim  1st Fraserburgh 

   Tommy Whyte  5th Fraserburgh 

  

 

 


